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Welcome to Adams!

Everything you need to know about how class operates is within these pages.

Please read this document carefully, sign after reading,

and return the last page with your student by September 14.

Returning the Parent/Student Agreement

page on time is worth a grade! 
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Adams Band Facts:
1. How many times a week is band?
A: Band meets twice a week all school year.

2. Do I have to rent or buy an instrument?

A: If you already own an instrument, great! You may use the instrument you own if you wish. Adams provides an instrument to EVERY child in 5th & 6th grade Band.

There are rent-to-own programs available through Marshall Music, Hewitt Music, and Anderson Music. Ms. K will notify you of upcoming rental nights at school or in the district.
3. Are there any costs associated with playing an instrument?

A: EVERY student musician in Wayne-Westland Community Schools signs and turns in a contract (Instrument Maintenance Agreement) if using a school-owned instrument. If the instrument assigned to a student becomes broken or is returned in a state beyond normal wear, the student is responsible for covering the repair costs. Replacement costs vary, but typically range from $40 to $100.

In addition, there are small fees associated with participating in music, whether you own an instrument or are using a school-owned instrument. Reeds, oils, etc. are needed to start and keep instruments in playing condition. They can be purchased from Ms. K at a discount or purchased at local music stores. Supplies and prices are listed on the Instrument Maintenance Agreement. 

4. What instrument will I have?

A: All students will be playing flute, clarinet, trumpet, and trombone their first year in band. At the beginning of their second year of band, auditions will be held for other instruments. 

If a student is having difficulty on their chosen instrument, Ms. K will work with that student to find one that fits them. Decisions will be made in the students’ best interests.

5. Are there concerts?/What does my child wear to concerts?

A: Yes! All 5th & 6th grade band students will wear the following:

White Dressy Shirt (no sleeveless tops)

Black Pants or Skirt (skirt must be at fingertips or longer) (no shorts)

Black Socks

Black Shoes (no flip flops)
The above list adheres to the Dress Code as stated in the District Code of Conduct.

6. Is there homework for band?


A: Yes! Practice makes permanent. If your student only plays their instrument in class, it is like an athlete only participating at team practice. They train their muscles outside of practice to build endurance, increase skill, and to perform their best at competitions. If an athlete does not train outside of practice, it will be a struggle for them to make the team, complete a race, and keep pace with their peers.

Athletes and musicians are the same! Musicians must train their muscles to get the correct sound out of an instrument, hold an instrument, and breathe properly. There is also a warm-up process with musicians, just as athletes stretch and do exercise to warm-up their body.

Practice as often as a student can handle. It is not about the time spent in one day, but rather how many times a week a musician or athlete practices. 10-30 minutes at least 5 times a week helps build the muscles properly instead of 60 minutes one day a week, which can be damaging, especially in the early stages of musical development.

Your involvement in your students’ success is important and appreciated!

7. What are the classroom rules/policies/guidelines?

A: One of the “biggies” at Adams and also in music class is respect. If you are doing something that does not fall under that concept, then you are not doing what is best for you or your ensemble. The policies are the basis for your daily participation grade:

1. Come prepared to class on time 

Always bring a pencil, your planner, your music, and your instrument to class.

Remember: Practice makes permanent!

2. Control your behavior
You are all mature, responsible musicians and I will treat you as such. There is limited time we have to achieve success; any behavior that takes time away from our goals will be dealt with according to school policies. YOU are responsible for the success of your ensemble!

3. Respect all
Keep the music room clean and treat instruments and property appropriately.

This includes the throwing away of gum upon entering class.

Treat others the way you want to be treated.

Carry yourself in a respectful manner. 

4. Do your best at all times
Be a positive role model to others! An obvious lack of effort or negative attitude will not be tolerated.

Be a team member! 

8. How does grading work?

A: Band is a performance-based class. Test/quizzes in Band are called Masteries and they are given about 5 times a parking period. Every student has the ENTIRE marking period to make up any missing Mastery grades. Make-ups are done at the end of class, during lunch, or before or after school. Our mission is to learn, have fun, and be the best we can. Every marking period should show improvement, both on the part of the individual and the ensemble.

Grading/Points to be earned:
4 points per daily rehearsal
10 points per Mastery (Assessment) x 5 per marking period
100 points per concert/performance
9. How do I get an “A”?
Daily attendance and participation

Completion of all Masteries
Energetic participation at all performances, proper dress at concerts
Hard work in class
Practice outside of class

Good attitude and respect towards others

PARENT/STUDENT AGREEMENT

Please read the entire handbook carefully and complete the next page.

Keep the handbook for your records.

This slip, signed by yourself and your son/daughter,

is due by September 14, 2012.
Thank you for taking the time to review the Band Handbook to assist in your child’s success. Please feel free to contact me with any questions about the handbook, concerts, etc., or with any concerns you have throughout the year.
Best Wishes,

Julie A. Kowalewski

Band Director

Adams Upper Elementary School

(734) 419-2375 ext. 4347 or 4348

KowalewskiJ@wwcsd.net 

PARENTS!

Want updates of what your student is

learning in class, at home, and upcoming concerts?

Sign up for weekly emails 

@

http://adamsbands.weebly.com
and click on Contact!
Adams Band Handbook
PLEASE RETURN BY SEPTEMBER 14, 2012

This is your first grade!
I have read the policies, guidelines, and expectations contained in this handbook. I understand and agree to abide by them.

_______________________________
    ____________________

Student Name – Please Print

    Date

_______________________________




Student Signature






I have read the policies, guidelines, and expectations contained in this handbook. I understand and agree to help my son/daughter abide by them.

_______________________________
    ____________________
Parent/Guardian Name – Please Print

Date

_______________________________




Parent/Guardian Signature




